
“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
 

The Catholic Community of the East End of Pittsburgh 

Website  saintmarymagdalenepgh.org                All our churches are accessible.                           @smmppgh 

stmarymagdalenepgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/smmppgh/?modal=admin_todo_tour


St. Bede Church  
509 South Dallas Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

 

St. James Church 
718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221 

 

Mother of Good Counsel Church  
7705 Bennett Street, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

Parish Office 
509 South Dallas Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
 

parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
Phone:412.661.7222  
Fax: 412.661.9337 

As a Faith Community, we remember pa-

rishioners, who cannot be with us, and those who care 
for them. 
 

Gail Britanik, Dorothy Dansby, Mary Lou Laird, Marion 
Reynoso, James Smith and Arlene Trichtinger. 
 

If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on our 
prayer list, please contact Cathy at 412.241.1392 or 
email craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org.  The names will be 
published in the bulletin and on the website. 

Protection of God’s Children 
Report suspected child abuse  

At the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313 
 

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911 

Information during the Pandemic 
 

Mass for Palm Sunday will be broadcast on Facebook at 
4 pm on March 28 and available on YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene Parish PGH  
 

The parish website will be updated as information is 
available, saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 
 

Daily Mass: Comcast Cable Channel 95 in the City of 
Pittsburgh, and through XFINITY ON DEMAND and 
online at christianassociatestv.org 

St. Paul Cathedral 
Monday to Saturday at 8:15 am; Sunday at 10 am 
 

St. Mary of Mercy 
Monday to Sunday at 12 pm 
 

To receive updates from the Diocese of Pittsburgh, you 
may sign up on the following link:  
 

www.diopitt.org/receive-updates-on-the-coronavirus 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor tburke@diopitt.org 
Rev. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. James Adeoye jamesadeoye@yahoo.com 
Rev. Augustine Temu temuago@yahoo.com 
 

Office Staff 
Frank Grande  businessmanager@stmarymagpgh.org 
Terri Price parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education  
Teresa Maynor  tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Music Ministries 
Jennifer Gorske, Director of Music Ministries   

412.370.2638; jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org 
Carla LaRocca DiDonato 412.422.2460;  

clarocca@stmarymagpgh.org 
Pat Morgan 412.425.3834; pmorgan@stmarymagpgh.org 
Gerard Rohlf 412.657.7570; grohlf@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Safe Environment 
Melissa Viator  mviator@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
Anne Scheuermann 412.241.1309;  

ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Media & Communications 
Cathy Raffaele 412.241.1392; craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Glennen Lloyd  cceepnewsletter@gmail.com 
Bulletin  bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Paul Denk, Michael Natalia, Annette Shunk 
 

Principals 
Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic Academy:  Ms. Stephanie Michael   

412.242.3515;  info@stbca.net;  sistertheabowman.org 
St. Bede School: Sr. Daniela Bronka   412.661.9425;  

info@saintbedeschool.com;  saintbedeschool.com 

Stewardship 
Due to an early publishing date for this bulletin,  

the offertory for March 29 will be reported at a later date. 

Holy Week and the Triduum 
 

Bishop David Zubik announced that 
the all services and events for Holy 
Week: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday 
have been cancelled. 
 

First Communion and Confirmation 
have been postponed. 

Blessed Palm will be availa-

ble at the Parish Office.   
 

Please call 412.661.7222 if you 
would to pick some up. 

During this time of the 
coronavirus, COVID-19 
pandemic, we are more 
isolated and we ask that 
parishioners remember 
each other in prayer.  
 

If you would like to con-
tact someone you know 

from the parish and do not have a phone number or if 
you need assistance, call the Parish Office at 
412.661.7222. 
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Pastor’s Note 
  

“Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking” 
 
Hosanna!    This week, all over the world, even though we are still unable to come to Mass because of 
the Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), Christians will be celebrating the great mystery of Christ’s love 
for us. In the Gospel of Matthew today we read for the procession how Jesus enters Jerusalem with 
“Royal Treatment” as a humble king and gentle Messiah. Today, we bless the palm branches and carry 
them (spiritually) in high honor of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and today is the only Sunday that we 
read two gospel passages. Our liturgy is divided into three parts: commemoration of the Lord’s entrance 
into Jerusalem, Liturgy of the Word, and Liturgy of the Eucharist. We end our readings with Matthew’s 
Passion story of Jesus. We hear in graphic detail how Jesus is betrayed, judged and crucified. Although 

similar to Mark, Matthew emphasizes that Jesus, in spite of what is done to him, remains the master of 
his destiny. He embraces it in obedience and fidelity to God. 
 

Jesus is the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee but he is also the Messiah, the Son of David, and the Son of God. Writing for an 
audience made up primarily of Jews who believed in Jesus as their Messiah, Matthew draws on their own heritage to show 
how Jesus fulfills it. Jesus is totally in control of the situation throughout the Gospel.  
 

The passion and death of Jesus is the manifestation of God’s infinite love for us. The cross was for Jesus and is for us a 
threshold that opens onto the glory of God. 
 

As we enter into this most sacred week, let us open up our eyes and see the beauty of what God has done. As we continue to 
pray for all those suffering from the virus, and pray for our scientists, researchers, doctors, nurses, and all those in the medical 
field to find a cure. We pray for healing, calm and peace. We also pray for our men and women serving in our military keeping 
us safe from harm.  Let us continue to pray for all of our elected officials, those local, state and national that we may all be 
one. Let go of the political fighting and be united and not divided. Pray that we may all be one. Hosanna! 
 

“Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking” 
 

Even though our churches are currently closed, we have Palm branches available at the Parish Office, located at 509 S. 
Dallas Avenue in Point Breeze. Feel free to stop by to pick up a Palm, bulletin and the new mediation booklet Living 
Faith. Please remember to continue to support your parish and the Parish Share Program by mailing or dropping off 
your offertory envelopes or participate in our on line giving program Faith Direct. We appreciate your financial support. 
 

Something to Think About…  Sticks and stones are thrown only at fruit-bearing trees. 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor    tburke@diopitt.org 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Robert R. Fuchs 

 

Joseph M. Wymard 
 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord;  
and let light perpetual shine upon them.  

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

Father Taylor’s Reflection 
 
Today we enter Holy Week, a special 
time given to us each year to renew the 
meaning of salvation in all of our lives. 
This week as we complete our time in 
following Jesus from Ash Wednesday 
to Resurrection, we hear from Isaiah, 
Paul and Matthew on the meaning of 
suffering and redemption.  
 

This year takes on special meaning as we have a cross 
in our life that we did not plan or hope for.  All of the litur-
gies of Holy Week and the Tridium show us how to have 
faith in a time of adversity and suffering.  The power of 
faith in our lives can be profound when we appear to be 
weakest.  
 
As we support each other doing this time of suffering and 
sometimes death, we can see the cross of Jesus with 
new eyes and a renewed faith.  Although we cannot all 
celebrate together in our spiritual home in church, we 
can still celebrate in solidarity knowing that God will see 
us through this illness. Let's keep the faith together and 
never forget the needs of the least of our brothers and 
sisters. 

As we are in this pandemic to-
gether, we are grateful that we 
can stay connected through so-
cial media.  In effort to pray to-
gether, we invite you to submit 
videos of you and/or your family 
praying.   
 

We will post these videos to our 
Facebook page throughout the day.  Prayers can be 
family favorites, prayers you've found helpful during this 
pandemic, or daily devotionals such as the noon Ange-
lus.  
 

Please send videos to dante.romito@gmail.com. 
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